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According to Hollywood, machines will one day in the future take over the earth and we the people 

will be slaves to our own creation. A somewhat audacious and unrealistic view of the future but 

what is more of a reality is the supposed threat posed by machinesat the workplace. Because there 

is a faction of people that fear the competence of machines and their threat to take over jobs that 

are meant for human beings. 

The debate over machines in the workplace has certainly divided people because on the one hand 

you have those that are against machines and whilst they appreciate the advancement of technology 

they believe it has come at a cost. And that cost has been the jobs of ordinary people.  

On the other hand you have those that are pro-machinery because they believe machines bring a 

certain efficiency and accuracy man cannot. And as an entrepreneur you definitely want your 

processes and production to be done as fast and accurate as possible.  

But the debate is somewhat of a bias affair with each side looking only at their points and not 

considering the other party’s views because machinery at the workplace is necessary but at the 

same time and more importantly, the workplace needs humans to manage the machines. The notion 

that the less people and the more machinery you use the more successful you will beis 

preposterous.  

People need to remember that machines cannot think for themselves therefore can only do what we 

humans program them to do. And for that reason machines cannot operate a production floor 

without a human to instruct on what it should do next. And then there is the constant supervision 

machines require due to their unpredictable malfunction capability.  

At the same time humans cannot efficiently do certain jobs that machines can. As technology has 

developed we have been able to take mundane jobs and hand them over to machines such as 

liftingconcrete blocksor physically counting a million dollars which a machine can do in a matter of 

minutes with greater accuracy. 

I am strongly in support of automation in the workplace because it makes processes and production 

more efficient but there is no technology that can replace human beings. Therefore, as an 

entrepreneur you need to find a balance between the two and find a way to incorporate both 

machines and humans.Because you cannot afford to operate your business without the cutting edge 

technology that is available which will make you more competitive. And at the same time you cannot 

afford to lose the creativity, reasoning capability, understanding and personal touch that your 

employees bring. 
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